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R e j e c t i o n  of a b i d  from an  incumbent  con- 
t r ac to r  a s  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  is  proper when t h e  
b i d  is uns igned  and n o t  accompanied by o t h e r  
mater ia l  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  b i d d e r ' s  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  be  bound, 

I n g e  E l l e f s o n  pro tes t s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  h e r  b i d  sub- 
m i t t e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( IFB)  N o .  
DABT01-83-B-0104-4 f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  a s  a l a n g u a g e  l a b  moni- 
t o r  a t  t h e  Army's Educa t ion  C e n t e r ,  F o r t  Rucker ,  Alabama. 
The Army r e j e c t e d  t h e  b i d ,  which c o n t a i n e d  t h e  b i d d e r ' s  
t y p e w r i t t e n  name and a d d r e s s ,  b e c a u s e  it was uns igned .  

N e  summar i ly  deny  t h e  protest .  

14s. E l l e f s o n  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of h e r  s i g n a -  
t u r e  f rom t h e  b i d  form was a minor  i n f o r m a l i t y  w a i v a b l e  
unde r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  Defense  A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n  (DAR) 
S 2 - 4 0 5 ( i i i )  (1976 e d . ) .  She s t a t e s  h e r  i n t e n t  t o  be bound 
by h e r  b i d  is  e v i d e n t  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e r  t y p e w r i t t e n  
name and a d d r e s s  were p r e s e n t  on  t h e  b i d  form,  and from t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  s h e  c u r r e n t l y  i s  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  same s e r v i c e s .  

Normal ly ,  a b i d  which is  n o t  s i g n e d  must  be r e j e c t e d  
as n o n r e s p o n s i v e  b e c a u s e ,  w i t h o u t  an  appropriate s i g n a t u r e ,  
t h e  b i d d e r  would n o t  be bound upon a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  b i d .  
Ace A r t  Company, I n c . ,  B-202353, A p r i l  1, 1981,  81-1 CPD 
252. Tha f  is why DAR 5 2 - 4 0 5 ( i i i )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a f a i l u r e  
to  s i g n  a b i d  s u c h  as  t h i s  o n e  may be c o r r e c t e d  or waived 
a s  a minor  i n f o r m a l i t y  o n l y  i f  t h e  f i r m  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  b i d  
h a s  f o r m a l l y  a d o p t e d  or  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  docu- 
ments  by t h e  t y p e w r i t t e n  s i g n a t u r e  and s u b m i t s  e v i d e n c e  o f  
s u c h  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  or t h e  uns igned  b i d  is  accompanied by 
o t h e r  material  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  b i d d e r ' s  i n t e n t i o n  to  be 
bound by t h e  uns igned  b i d  document ( f o r  example ,  a b i d  
g u a r a n t e e  o r  a s i g n e d  l e t t e r  r e f e r r i n g  t o  and i d e n t i f y i n g  
t h e  b i d  i t s e l f ) .  
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Ms. E l l e f s o n  d o e s  n o t  a l l e g e  t h a t  h e r  b i d  was accom- 
pan ied  by other  material i n d i c a t i n g  a n  i n t e n t i o n  t o  be 
bound o r  by e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h e r  t y p e w r i t t e n  name was a u t h o r -  
i z e d .  Thus,  w e  must view t h e  b i d  a s  nonresponsive.-  
W i l l i a m  D. Walston & Associates, B-211669, May 1 7 ,  1983, 
83-1 CPD 52g.---Moreover, t h e  fact  t h a t  t h e  protester is t h e  
incumbent contractor d o e s  n o t  make t h e  b i d  r e s p o n s i v e  s i n c e  
p r ior  per formance  a l o n e  is n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  i n d i c a t e  an  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  be bound i f  a n  uns igned  b i d  is a c c e p t e d .  
A c e  A r t  Company, I n c . ,  s u p r a .  ---- 

I t  is  c lear  from t h e  i n i t i a l  submiss ion  by 
Ms. E l l e f s o n  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t  l a c k s  l e g a l  merit.  There- 
f o r e ,  w e  have d e c i d e d  t h e  p r o t e s t  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  
r e q u e s t e d  by Ms. E l l e f s o n  a s  i t  would s e r v e  no  u s e f u l  
purpose .  Medica l  G a s  & R e s p i r a t o r y - S e r v i c e s ,  I n c . ,  
B-207360, J u n e  2 ,  1982 ,  82-1 CPD-529. 

The p r o t e s t  is  den ied .  
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